Seminar Objectives

Toward a Sustainable Global Society
Human society today regards the issues of the environment and energy as urgent global problems. This recognition has been substantiated through a series of UN conferences on the environment held since 1972, the Club of Rome's The Limits to Growth published in 1972, and two oil crises that occurred in the 1970s. Then, in the late 1980s, the Brundtland Commission's Our Common Future heralded "sustainable development" as a normative policy objective. Today, people at all levels-individual, local, national, regional and international-are working on shaping a sustainable society.
For the realization of a sustainable society, harmony among the economy, society and the environment is indispensable. First, the state of world poverty must be improved: without access to daily living necessities, people cannot maintain their lives or a sustainable living environment. Yet, economic growth that merely seeks to increase the material wealth of human society leads to environmental degradation and the depletion of scarce natural resources, and eventually undermines the ecosystem, -the very foundation of our survival. Therefore, human society has to conserve and maintain the global ecosystem. Finally, social fairness and vital communities are essential elements for shaping a sustainable society.
In the world of economic globalization, besides the problem of income gaps between countries, the disparity in wealth has become a serious domestic problem in both rich and poor nations. In our time, "winners" and "losers" exist beyond borders and regions, and we increasingly comprehend that the bonds between people have been weakened at individual, local, national, and regional as well as international levels. Where human social ties are tenuous, we cannot expect poverty alleviation, sound economic development, sustainable resource usage or environmental protection. In the worst case, the deterioration of natural and social environments and the depletion of scarce resources are likely to cause violent conflict. How can human society maintain harmony among the economy, society and the environment? Is today's world order appropriate to meet the conditions for shaping sustainable society, or is drastic reform required?
People in wealthy countries, including the Japanese, suffered from severe industrial pollution problems and the consequences of natural environmental destruction from the 1960s and 1970s. Now, many people in developing countries face not only domestic environmental problems but also global environmental problems such as climate change and the loss of biodiversity. Human society has to reduce the load on the environment and energy usage while achieving economic growth. To meet these requirements, we need to promote technological innovation in energy-saving technology and the development of renewable energy sources while, at the same time, constructing a political economic system and social institutions through which producers, consumers and all citizens can actively participate in shaping a sustainable society. To meet this end, various efforts at multiplelevels have now been launched, including the implementation of some global public policies.
The participants of this year's UNU Global Seminar will learn about the future prospects for shaping a sustainable global society through lectures by experts and practitioners in various fi elds. Then, all the participants together will attempt to elaborate a strategy for human survival through vigorous exchanges of opinions among the lecturers and attendees during question-and-answer periods and group discussions.
